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lived alternately in her two mansion-houses at
Chelsea and Hanworth; and to her care was con-
signed the Lady Elizabeth, then a girl of fourteen.
As -early as the beginning of May 1547, Seymour
had visited the widowed Queen at Chelsea with
his tale of love. Katharine was now thirty-four
years of age, and having married in succession
three old men, might fairly be entitled to contract
a fourth marriage to please herself. There was no
more manly or handsome figure in England than
that of Seymour, with his stately stature, his
sonorous voice, and his fine brown beard; and in
his quiet meetings with the Queen in her pretty
riverside garden at Chelsea, he appears to have
found no difficulty in persuading Katharine of the
sincerity of his love.
For a time the engagement was kept secret;
but watchful eyes were around the Queen, especi-
ally those of her own kin, and the following letter,
written by Seymour to her on the i7th May, shows
that her sister, Lady Herbert, at least, had wind
from Katharine of what was going on: "After
my humble commendations of your Highness.
Yester night I supped at my brother Herbert's,
of whom, for your sake besydes my nown, I receved
good cheyre. And after the same I received from
your Highness by my sister Herbert1 your com-
mendations, which were more welcome than they
were sent. And after the same she (Lady Herbert)
waded further with me touching my being with
your Highness at Chelsey, which I denied; but
1 This use of the words brother and sister as referring to the Herberts,
who were no relations of Seymour's, indicates that the latter and the Queen
were already betrothed.